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Bukhman Centre for Research Excellence in Type 1 Diabetes
Pump-Priming Grant Application Guidelines

The Bukhman Centre for Research Excellence in Type 1 Diabetes (BCRE-T1D) brings together experts from across Oxford – including in medical sciences, chemistry, bioengineering and computer science – to drive collaborative, cross-disciplinary research. By leveraging Oxford's unique breadth and depth of expertise, alongside cutting-edge technology and infrastructure, the centre serves as a catalyst for innovative breakthroughs that can be translated rapidly into life-changing advances for patients.

Overview
The purpose of the pump-priming grants is to support ambitious, early-stage projects that aim to accelerate progress towards curing or delaying type 1 diabetes (T1D). These grants are intended to enable researchers to develop innovative, high-risk, high-reward ideas, particularly those that bring together cross-disciplinary expertise and foster new collaborations beyond traditional T1D research fields. With a strong emphasis on patient relevance, projects should align with key priorities such as identifying individuals at risk, preventing disease onset through immune-based strategies, and improving therapies that help patients live well. The funding will help build research capacity by supporting early- and mid-career scientists, while leveraging Oxford’s strengths in innovation and commercialisation to ensure promising discoveries can quickly progress from initial concepts to clinical development.

Eligibility 
The lead applicant or co-applicant must be situated within the research group of a BCRE-T1D Principal Investigator. 
The lead applicant must have a contract of employment for the duration of the project. 

Assessment criteria
a) Clear alignment with the aims of the centre. 
b) Compelling rationale for why pump-priming is needed and how it will increase the likelihood of a successful external grant application, or completion of a critical project. 
c) Novelty of the research or novelty of the application of the methodology/tools/technology.  
d) Credibility of the research plan to deliver the outputs in the timeline with the proposed resources.
e) Clearly articulated and credible plan for external grant application(s) including the funders and funding schemes that will be targeted, and the timeline for the submission of the application(s). 
Please note, strategic decisions may be made to ensure that the projects form a cohesive portfolio of research and that there is a balanced portfolio across the centre. 

How to apply
Applicants should complete the BCRE-T1D Pump-Priming application form and provide a 2-page CV for the lead applicant. 
The case for support should include a 50-word project summary, 150-200 word abstract and a budget justification. 
There are two distinct pump-priming funding streams available: Small Grants (up to £10k) and Medium/Large Grants (up to £50k). Funding can be requested to cover the direct costs of the research. 
An X5 costing is required if staff costs are requested – staff costs can only be requested in the medium/large grant category. 
Email all documents to bukhman.centre@ocdem.ox.ac.uk.

Resubmissions
Unsuccessful applicants will only be able to resubmit the same project proposal if they are invited to do so.
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